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Karina Bender is a current Mechanical Engineering graduate 
student pursuing research in cardiology at UCLA. She 
previously graduated from UCLA with two bachelor’s 
degrees in Bioengineering (2024) and Mathematics (2024), 
as well as a master’s degree in Bioengineering (2025). Her 
journey into medicine began at a young age and grew 
during her college years as she gained more experience in 
engineering, clinical research, and teaching. She has 
traveled to Armenia twice with the AMAA medical mission 
to volunteer and serve the communities of Sisian, Gyumri, 
and Vanadzor, where her passion for cardiovascular 
research and health was solidified. In addition to her 
academics, Karina is an avid painter and is currently 
fundraising to support the AMAA medical mission by selling 
notecards featuring artwork of various Armenian 
monuments she has drawn. She plans to continue her 
education through an MD/PhD program, where she intends 
to research treatments for cardiovascular disease and 
vascular robotics before pursuing a career as a cardiologist.





Zoe Darian
3rd Year
Registered Nurse
University of California, Irvine
Sue & Bill Gross School of Nursing

Zoe Darian is a third-year Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
student at UCI’s Sue & Bill Gross School of Nursing, where 
she is building a strong foundation in clinical care. Her 
passion for nursing has been shaped by her dedication to 
supporting her Armenian community with leadership, 
empathy, and purpose. Beyond her coursework, Zoe is an 
active student leader, currently serving on the boards of 
four campus organizations: the Armenian Pre-Health 
Society, the American Medical Women’s Association, the 
Nursing Science Students Association, and End Overdose at 
UCI. Through these roles, she works to promote 
professional development and contribute to health-
focused outreach efforts on campus. Zoe is particularly 
drawn to geriatrics and gastrointestinal nursing, where she 
hopes to begin her clinical career. She plans to pursue a 
Doctor of Nursing Practice and Family Nurse Practitioner 
program with the goal of becoming an advanced practice 
nurse and, eventually, a nursing educator.





Aleksandr Davtyan
1st Year
Medical Student
Pennsylvania State University
College of Medicine

Aleksandr Davtyan is a first-year medical student at the 
Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine who 
holds his Armenian identity at the center of everything he 
does. He grew up in Armenia and moved to the United 
States at fourteen, carrying the responsibility to remain 
rooted in his culture and serve his community wherever he 
lives. He returned to Los Angeles every summer during 
college to teach Armenian at his church, believing that 
supporting the next generation was the most meaningful 
way to stay connected. He studied Neuroscience at Bucknell 
University and now works with the AAMS Research Program 
and Dr. Sarkissian to build more opportunities for Armenian 
students pursuing medicine. His goal is to become a surgical 
oncologist who supports the Armenian community by 
expanding research access, mentoring students, and 
strengthening Armenian representation in medicine across 
the United States.





Adam Guemidjian
4th Year
Medical Studnet
University of California, Davis
School of Medicine

Adam Guemidjian is a fourth-year medical student at UC 
Davis applying to anesthesiology residency programs, with 
aspirations to pursue a concentration in cardiac anesthesia 
or critical care. He earned his B.S. in Psychobiology with a 
minor in Global Health from UCLA in 2018. Before beginning 
medical school, Adam worked as a researcher, EMT, CPR 
instructor, and high school AP Biology and Statistics teacher. 
He currently serves as a mentor and advisor for Armenian 
pre-medical students and is an active student member of 
the admissions committee at his medical school. One of the 
most meaningful experiences in his journey has been 
volunteering in Armenia as part of a medical volunteer 
group, and he hopes to continue dedicating his time to 
future mission trips to the homeland. Adam’s future goals 
include a successful career in academic medicine and 
leadership within the field of critical care medicine.





Nyree Khachikyan
3rd Year
Medical Studnet
University of Southern California 
Keck School of Medicine

Nyree Khachikyan is a third-year medical student at the 
Keck School of Medicine of USC and previously graduated 
from UC Irvine with a degree in Biomedical Engineering. 
She discovered her passion for medicine during a summer 
internship at a biomedical device company, where she 
worked in R&D to develop medical technologies and 
ultimately pivoted from engineering to healthcare. Nyree is 
also passionate about teaching and currently works as a 
Peer Instructor, supporting fellow medical students with 
coursework and board exam preparation. As she completes 
her clinical rotations this February, she is exploring 
potential specialties and is currently leaning toward 
ophthalmology. Her research interests include optic nerve 
regeneration after ischemic injury and ophthalmic 
outcomes following craniofacial surgery. She plans to travel 
to Armenia next year with the Armenian Eye Care Project 
to help provide sight-saving care to underserved 
communities. Nyree looks forward to becoming a 
dedicated physician, educator, advocate, and mentor in the 
coming years.





Vana Mekhsijerjian
1st Year
Pharmacy Studnet
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Vana Mekhsijerjian is a PharmD candidate at the Lebanese 
American University, where she also earned her Bachelor of 
Pharmacy degree in 2025. She is currently completing her 
clinical rotations in Lebanon and at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center (UNMC). Her dedication to healthcare is 
inspired by her grandfather, Krikor, whose resilience and 
compassion continue to guide her purpose. Academically, she 
has been recognized for excellence and leadership, receiving 
multiple awards and serving as an Armenian Scouts leader, 
peacebuilder facilitator, founding member and secretary of 
Rotary Beirut Pax Potentia, and Youth Advisory Committee 
member at the Netherlands Embassy. She has also led 
workshops in sign language and cultural awareness, 
demonstrating her commitment to inclusive healthcare 
education. Passionate about her Armenian heritage, Vana has 
organized health outreach programs, provided medications to 
vulnerable elderly populations, and led educational visits to the 
Armenian Bird’s Nest while introducing her Lebanese peers to 
Armenian culture. She hopes to serve as a clinical pharmacist 
devoted to improving healthcare accessibility for Armenians 
globally.





Angela Minasyan
2nd  Year
Medical Student
University of California, Los Angeles 
David Geffen School of Medicine

Angela Minasyan is a second-year medical student at the David 
Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA. She graduated from UCLA with 
a bachelor’s degree in Psychobiology (2023). Her path to medicine 
has been shaped by extensive experience in clinical research, 
community health, leadership, and teaching. Angela has 
contributed to translational and clinical research in 
gastroenterology, neuromuscular disease, and oncology, with 
multiple presentations and abstracts at national conferences. 
Beyond academics, she leads several community-centered health 
initiatives. She co-founded the Global Health Language Initiative to 
improve medical communication for Armenian-speaking patients 
and spearheaded a Hands-Only CPR Initiative to expand lifesaving 
education across Los Angeles schools and Armenian community 
organizations. During her undergraduate years, Angela served as 
President of the Armenian Students Association at UCLA, where 
she organized the largest philanthropic effort in the organization’s 
recent history to support Artsakh refugees. She plans to pursue a 
career as a physician–scientist, advancing digestive health 
research while continuing her advocacy for Armenians globally.





Lina Petrossian
2nd  Year
Medical Student
California University of Science and 
Medicine

Lina Petrossian is a second-year medical student at the 
California University of Science and Medicine (CUSM). 
She previously earned her B.S. in Physiological Science 
from UCLA in 2021. Lina co-founded the Armenian 
Medical Student Organization at CUSM and actively 
mentors aspiring Armenian medical students through 
AAMS. She expects to graduate in 2028 with distinction 
as an MD Scholar for her work in the Healthcare 
Research and Innovation Scholars Program. Her 
research focuses on dermatologic conditions affecting 
Armenians, and she advocates for the community by 
collaborating with physicians nationwide to address 
health disparities through research and education.





Aregnazan Sandrosyan
3rd Year
Medical Student
Texas Tech Health El Paso
Paul L. Foster School of Medicine

Aregnazan Sandrosyan is a third-year medical student at 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso, Paul 
L. Foster School of Medicine. A CSUN graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree in Biology, she conducted research at 
the Wilmer Eye Institute at Johns Hopkins and Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, presenting her findings at national 
meetings. In fall 2025, she participated in a medical 
mission to Armenia with the Armenian EyeCare Project, 
reinforcing her commitment to compassionate, 
excellence-driven care. She aims to advance clinical 
innovation, global health initiatives, and quality eye care 
delivery to Armenian communities worldwide.





Mary Topoozian
2nd Year
Dental School
University of the Pacific
Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry

Mary Topoozian is a second-year dental student at the 
University of the Pacific, Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry 
in San Francisco. She graduated from Fresno State in 2024 
with a degree in Biology and double minors in Armenian 
Studies and Physical Science. She was an active member of the 
Armenian Students Organization and her church. Her interest 
in dentistry began through time spent in her father’s practice. 
In 2018, she visited Armenia, where she volunteered 
extensively and supported underserved communities. She 
later founded a farmers’ market at her high school to raise 
funds, personally purchasing and distributing six large boxes of 
sporting apparel and shoes for children in Darbnik, Armenia. 
She also helped build a home in collaboration with local 
students. Mary plans to continue her service to the Armenian 
community.
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