
Shaunt Abnous
MD / 2nd Year
Stritch School of Medicine, 
Loyola University Chicago

Shaunt Abnous is a second-year medical student at 
Loyola University Chicago’s Stritch School of 
Medicine. A graduate of UCLA with a bachelor’s 
degree in Physiological Sciences, he is pursuing a 
career in ophthalmology and conducting research 
on novel therapies for Age-Related Macular 
Degeneration. Growing up in a supportive Armenian 
community, Shaunt’s heritage has inspired his 
dedication to addressing healthcare disparities, 
particularly within the Armenian population. He is 
committed to improving ocular health and providing 
exceptional care to underserved communities. As an 
Armenian American medical student, Shaunt strives 
to break barriers and make a meaningful impact, not 
only through patient care but also by advocating for 
greater healthcare accessibility and outcomes. His 
journey reflects a deep commitment to combining 
medical excellence with cultural advocacy to serve 
those in need.





Ani Antaramian
MD / 1st Year
University of Nevada, Reno 
School of Medicine

Ani Antaramian is a first-year medical student at 
the University of Nevada, Reno School of 
Medicine. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology with a Minor in Conservation Biology 
from UCLA in 2018 and a Master of Science in 
Medical Health Sciences from Touro University 
Nevada in 2024. Her passion for medicine grew 
through research roles at Cedars Sinai, Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, and Renown Health, where 
she contributed to advancements in fatty liver 
disease, gastrointestinal conditions, and 
esophageal cancer. Deeply connected to her 
Armenian heritage, Ani has been an active 
member of AYF and Homenetmen, volunteering 
to uplift her community and coach special-needs 
athletes. She is committed to improving 
healthcare in Armenia by mentoring local 
physicians and expanding access to medical 
services.





Ani Arzoumanian
MD / 1st Year
UMass Chan Medical School  

Ani Arzoumanian is a first-year MD 
student at UMass Chan Medical School 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
neuroscience from Colgate University. 
As founder of ASA United, Ani organized 
impactful initiatives, including remote 
tutoring for displaced Armenian 
students, raising over $26,000 for the 
Armenian Wounded Heroes Fund, and 
launching The ASA Compass, a 
diasporan Armenian magazine. She has 
published research on Armenia’s 
ambulance utilization and plans to 
further contribute through clinical and 
public health work during and after 
medical school.





Khachig Boghossian
PharmD / 1st Year
USC Alfred E. Mann School 
of Pharmacy

Khachig Boghossian is a first-year pharmacy 
student at the USC Alfred E. Mann School of 
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences. He 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the 
University of La Verne in 2021. Inspired by 
witnessing how medications improved the lives 
of family members with diabetes and 
hypertension, Khachig pursued a career in 
pharmacy. During his postgraduate years, he 
gained valuable experience in healthcare and 
deepened his commitment to medicine through 
volunteering. He continues to support the 
Armenian community by mentoring aspiring 
healthcare professionals and engaging in 
community service through his church. At USC 
Mann, Khachig is focused on advancing in the 
field of drug discovery and development. He 
envisions establishing an organization to provide 
essential resources and medications, striving to 
promote health equity and meet the needs of 
Armenian communities locally and globally.





Nicole Derdzakyan
MD / 2nd  Year
George Washington 
University

Nicole Derdzakyan is a second-year medical student at 
George Washington University (GW). Deeply connected to 
her Armenian heritage, Nicole lived in Yerevan from ages 12 
to 17, where she volunteered at Astghik Medical Center and 
explored her passion for medicine through summer 
programs at the University of Cambridge, Georgetown 
University, and Stanford University. Returning to the U.S. to 
pursue her dream of becoming a physician, Nicole earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology with double minors in 
Psychology and Organizational Science from GW. Nicole is an 
author on multiple publications, has presented at an 
otolaryngology conference, and remains dedicated to 
volunteerism and community service. Last year, she 
organized a month-long warm clothing drive at GW’s medical 
and law schools to support displaced families from Artsakh, 
an initiative featured on Voice of America. Committed to 
staying connected to Armenia, Nicole continues to engage in 
both local and international efforts to support her 
community.





Rafael Rafik Gevorkyan
MD / 2nd  Year
Keck School of Medicine of USC

Rafael Rafik Gevorkyan is a second-year medical student at the Keck 
School of Medicine of USC, aspiring to specialize in Urological 
Surgery. His work centers on artificial intelligence, surgical 
innovations, and cancer therapies for urological cancers, with 
contributions to advancing AI in medicine and surgical techniques in 
oncology. Rafael holds a Master’s in Biomedical and Translational 
Science from UC Irvine, where he researched PSA kinetics in 
prostate cancer management. He has authored six peer-reviewed 
publications, contributed to two book chapters, and presented over 
30 abstracts at national and international conferences, including the 
American Urological Association and the European Association of 
Urology. His accolades include Best Poster at the 2024 AUA Annual 
Meeting, Best Male Surgery Abstract at the 2023 World Meeting on 
Sexual Medicine, and Best Poster in Adult Urology at the 2023 
North American Robotic Urology Symposium.

Beyond research, Rafael mentors pre-health students, serves as a 
board member for community organizations, and co-hosts the 
MedHeadz Podcast. With a strong foundation in research, 
education, and leadership, Rafael is committed to advancing 
medicine and supporting the Armenian community through his 
efforts.





Margarita Hovsepyan
DDS / 2nd  Year
UCLA School of Dentistry

Margarita Hovsepyan is a second-year dental student at the 
UCLA School of Dentistry. She graduated from UCLA in 2022 
with a degree in Psychology, where she developed a strong 
foundation in understanding human behavioral —an asset 
that informs her patient-centered approach to dentistry. 
Margarita’s undergraduate studies also deepened her 
interest in serving diverse communities through 
compassionate healthcare. Currently, Margarita serves as a 
research fellow, contributing to studies that advance dental 
science. As the Patient Care Coordinator for her class, 
Margarita facilitates communication between students, 
professors, and administrative staff, ensuring that her peers 
receive the necessary support to excel in clinical 
environments. Additionally, she is the Editor of California’s 
American Student Dental Association (ASDA) newspaper. 
Margarita’s long-term aspiration is to serve the Armenian 
community as a skilled and functional dentist. She envisions 
a career where she not only provides exceptional dental 
care but also advocates for equitable access. 





Christine Mavilian
MD / 1st Year
David Geffen School of 
Medicine at UCLA

Christine Mavilian is a 1st year medical student 
at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA. 
She previously graduated from UCLA with a 
Bachelor’s (2020) and Master’s (2022) degree in 
Physiological Science. Her passion for medicine 
has been shaped by her experiences in 
research, teaching, and clinical work as a 
medical assistant. In addition to her academic 
involvements, Christine currently serves as the 
CFO of the non-profit organization, the 
Armenian International Medical (AIM) Fund. In 
the summer of 2023, she had the opportunity 
to visit Armenia for the first time and assist in 
AIM Fund’s medical mission. This trip cemented 
her desire to engage in philanthropic clinical 
work in Armenia and has inspired several of her 
current research projects. In the future, 
Christine hopes to become an academic 
physician and looks forward to serving the 
Armenian community both locally and globally. 





Julieta Serobyan
MD / 1st Year
David Geffen School of 
Medicine at UCLA

Julieta Serobyan is a first-year 
medical student at the David Geffen 
School of Medicine at UCLA, pursuing 
an MD through the Global Health 
Equity Pathway. With a strong 
background in global health, 
particularly in rural Armenia, Julieta is 
dedicated to advancing preventive 
care in underserved communities. As 
the first Armenian international 
student at DGSOM, Julieta is deeply 
committed to making a meaningful 
impact through academic pursuits 
and research, with a focus on giving 
back to communities in need.





Boghos Taslakjian
MD / 1st Year
University of N. Carolina 
School of Medicine

Born and raised in Syria, Boghos Taslakjian moved to the 
United States at 17 to pursue his dream of integrating 
medicine, engineering, and innovation. After earning a B.S. in 
Medical Laboratory Sciences from Purdue University, where he 
led a neurodevelopmental toxicity project using zebrafish 
models, Boghos began working as a clinical microbiology lab 
technologist at the University of Chicago Medical Center. While 
there, he earned an M.Eng. in Molecular Engineering, focusing 
on biomaterials, drug delivery systems, and biotechnology 
commercialization. His research includes publications on 
protein nanoparticles for drug delivery and pulmonary 
neuroendocrine cells in respiratory diseases, as well as Gulf 
War Illness studies at Stanford. Now an MS1 at the University 
of North Carolina School of Medicine, Boghos leverages his 
interdisciplinary background to explore neurosurgery and 
neuroengineering, with a focus on brain-computer interfaces 
and neuroprosthetics. Passionate about advancing global 
healthcare, he is also dedicated to improving healthcare access 
and innovation in Armenia. Guided by his belief in blending 
science, technology, and compassionate care, Boghos aims to 
make a meaningful impact on medicine.





Serly Thomasian 
MD / 2nd Year 
Oakland University William 
Beaumont School of Medicine

Serly Thomasian is a 2nd-year medical student at Oakland University 
William Beaumont School of Medicine. Born and raised in Kuwait, 
Serly moved to the United States alone at 17 to pursue higher 
education while remaining deeply connected to her Armenian roots. 
In Michigan, where the Armenian population is small, she has worked 
to celebrate and share Armenian culture, organizing events that 
highlight Armenian dance, cuisine, and history. Her efforts have 
fostered cultural awareness among her peers, encouraging future 
physicians to better serve diverse communities. Since 2020, Serly has 
mentored Armenian pre-med students, offering virtual MCAT tutoring 
and guidance to help them navigate the challenges of higher 
education in the U.S. In 2024, she launched "Keep our Community 
Warm," a project creating handmade blankets with notes of 
encouragement for Pontiac's homeless population to address health 
risks during harsh winters. That same year, she participated in a 
7-week seminar at Auschwitz, studying the connection between the 
Armenian Genocide and Holocaust history and its implications on 
medical bioethics. These transformative experiences have inspired 
Serly to advocate for marginalized communities and integrate cultural 
understanding into her future medical practice, with a particular focus 
on supporting the Armenian community and underserved populations 
worldwide.





Sofia Yeremian
MD / 1st Year 
UNLV’s Kirk Kerkorian School 
of Medicine

Sofia Yeremian is a first-year medical student at 
UNLV’s Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine. She 
founded the Armenian Pre-Health Society to 
mentor aspiring healthcare professionals and 
was the first intern for the Armenian American 
Medical Society, gaining valuable experience in 
healthcare advocacy and research. A 2022 UCLA 
graduate in Molecular Biology, Sofia excelled 
academically and conducted research in 
infectious diseases. She is also actively involved 
in non-profit organizations that focus on 
improving healthcare accessibility in local and 
Armenian communities. Inspired by her time 
working with Dr. Ara Keshishian, Sofia is 
interested in pursuing a career in surgery while 
remaining committed to education, mentorship, 
and serving her Armenian community.





Maria Zaki
PharmD / 2nd Year 
USC Alfred E. Mann School of Pharmacy 
and Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Maria Zaki was born and raised in Aleppo, Syria. She was 
actively involved in Armenian competitions such as 
chess, Armenian history, and athletic competitions. In 
2011, her family immigrated to the United States. Today, 
she is a second-year student at USC Alfred E. Mann 
School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, where 
she is studying to become a future leader in healthcare. 
She graduated from UCLA in 2022 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Chemistry, and currently works at City of Hope 
Comprehensive Cancer Center in an inpatient setting. In 
addition to her academic and professional journey, she 
holds several leadership positions that allow her to serve 
others and make an impact. She is the Director of Career 
Development for the Student Industry Association and 
the Director of Finance and Fundraising for the Industry 
Pharmacist Organization. She is deeply committed to 
serving the Armenian community and advocating for the 
Armenian cause. Through non-profit organizations like 
the Armenian Relief Society and the Armenian Youth 
Federation, she strives to give back and make a 
difference in our community.




